
„Während  ich,  bevor  Karrer  verrückt  geworden  ist,  nur  am Mittwoch  mit 
Oehler gegangen bin, gehe ich jetzt, nachdem Karrer verrückt geworden ist, 
auch am Montag mit Oehler. Weil Karrer am Montag mit mir gegangen ist, 
gehen Sie, nachdem Karrer am Montag nicht mehr mit mir geht, auch am 
Montag  mit  mir,  sagt  Oehler,  nachdem  Karrer  verrückt  und  sofort  nach 
Steinhof hinaufgekommen ist.“

from: Thomas Bernhard: 
Gehen

Steinhof
for chamber orchestra in four sections

Duration: ca. 15‘



Instrumentation

The orchestra is divided into four sections:

Section I:

Flute 
Oboe
Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon
Horn in F
Trumpet in C
Percussion 1 (Maracas, Cabaza, Conga, 

Bongo, Tom-tom)
Violin I (3 players)
Violin II (2 players)
Viola (1 player)
Cello (1 player)

Section II:

4 Solo-Violins in scordatura
2 Solo-Violas in scordatura
2 Solo-Cellos in scordatura
2 Solo-Double Basses in scordatura

Section III:

Trombone
Percussion 2 (Steel Drum, Vibraphone, 

Glockenspiel, Marimba, Cane, 
3 Cowbells. Templeblock)

Piano
Harp  (in scordatura)

Section IV:

Flute 
Oboe
Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon
Horn in F
Trumpet in C
Percussion 3 (Maracas, Cabaza, Conga, 

Bongo, Tom-tom)
Violin I (3 players)
Violin II (2 players)
Viola (1 players)
Cello (1 players)

The placement of the four sections on the stage should be like this:

Section I and Section IV should be placed exactly symmetrically, and the distance between them should be as far as possible. 

Sign explanation

Three different types of signs for microtonal alterations are used in the score. 

               mean a downwards alteration by a quarter ton (50 cents), based on the well-tempered chromatic pitch.  

     means an (additional) downwards alternation by a Septimal Comma (31 cents).

     means an (additional) upwards alteration by an Undecimal Comma (51 cents).

The last two signs (stemming from “the Extend Helmholtz-Ellis JI Pitch Notation“ by M. Sabat and W. V. Schweinitz) are exclusively used to indicate exactly 
intonated harmonics of the horn and the resulting pitches of the scordatura-strings.
In the scordatura chart below also    or    is used to indicate an alteration other than the aforementioned (specified in cents above the note). 

Scordaturae

All solo strings of section II have to be tuned according to the following individual scordatura tunings (all alterations and cent indications relate to a well-tempered 
chromatic tuning of the strings): 

The scordatura-strings play exclusively natural harmonics (ranging from the 2nd to the 6th harmonic). In the score only the resulting sound is indicated, the fingering 
can be found in the parts. 

The harp has to tune the following strings 
by a Septimal comma (31 cents) lower: by a quarter tone (50 cents) lower:

In the score the resulting sound is written, in the parts only the strings without the alterations.

Further Instructions

The strings and woodwinds should play in general non vibrato.
At some points the horns need to play uncorrected harmonics, based on the indicated fundamental (Cor[no] nat[urale] in ...).     
At the end of the piece the two percussionists of sections I and II should produce the sound of footsteps through walking on the spot. The sound should be damp 
and profound, so – dependent on the material of the floor – the players should probably wear dampened or even no shoes at all.   
In the middle of the piece percussionist 2 has to hit with a cane on a table or piece of wood.

The score sounds as written. 

Section III

Conductor

Section I
Section II

Section IV
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